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SAN CLEMENTE, Aug. 22 — President Nixon today de- 
clared that the “scandalous conduct” of Watergate is 
“water under, the bridge.” Mr. Nixon admitted that his 
aBSSnistration had been damaged by Watergate, but he 
vowed to remain in office despite the opposition of politi- 
cal and media opponents who he said “want him to fail.” 

“I have 3% years to go . . . and I am going to use every 
day of those 3% years trying to get the people of the 
United States to recognize that, whatever mistakes we 
have made, that in the long run this' administration by 
making this world safe for their children . . . deserves 
high marks rather than low marks,” Mr. Nixon said. “Now 
whether I succeed or not, we can judge then.” 

The President’s press conference — his first since March 
15 — was held outdoors under sunny, smog-free skies in a 
parking area adjacent to the Western White House. Mr. 
Nixon appeared nervous at the outset, and his voice qua- 
vered frequently. But he also seemed firmly in control 
] throughout the press conference, and he occasionally 

bantered with reporters or joked about the form of their 
questions. 

It was the first time that Mr. Nixon had submitted to 
j public questioning since he conceded five months ago 

j that high White House aides were implicated in the Water- 

gate case. Accordingly, 18 of the 21 questions in the taut 
50-minute news conference were directed to Watergate- 
j related issues. 

In highlights of his Watergate defense, Mr. Nixon pre- 
dicted that his two former top aides, H. R. Haldeman and 
John D. Ehrlichman, would be exonerated of criminal 
charges, and he repeated his April 30 description of them 
\ as “two of the finest public servants he ever knew.” He 

said that Haldeman and Ehrlichman had been unfairly 
| “tried in the press, and tried in television.” 

Mr. Nixon made a similar defense of Vice President 
:j Spiro T. Agnew, who is under investigation in a case in- 

volving kickbacks and Maryland contractors. The Presi- 
dent declared that “my confidence in his integrity has not 
been shaken,” and he denounced “the outrageous leak of 



in Office 



information from either the grand jury, or the prosecu- 
tors, or the Department of Justice or all; three.” 

The President opened his long-promised new's confer- 
ence by announcing the resignation of Secretary of State 
William P. Rogers and his replacement by national secu- 
rity adviser Henry A. Kissinger. Some White House aides 
See PRESIDENT, A6, Col. 1 

Even Kissinger for Rogers can’t eclipse Watergate. 
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solved” questions from We 
37 days of Senate Watergate 
hearings is why President 
Nixon turned over to Halde- 
man tapes of his private con- 
versations with then-White 
House counsel John W. Dean 
III after Assistant Attorney 
General Henry Petersen had 
warned the President that 
Haldeman faced indictment. 
§ Mr. Nixon answered by 
| saying that . he had given 
* Haldeman only one tape 
after the warning, a record- 
ing of a conversation in the 
Oval Office on Sept. 15, 1972, 
in which Dean said he first 
warned the President that 
White House officials might 
be involved in the Watergate 
case. However, the President 
said that Haldeman listened 
“only to the tape on Sept. 15 
s ... in which he had partici- 
? pated in the conversation 
«s throughout.” I 

” Haldeman has testified 
that Dean was with the Pres- 





ident alone both before and 
after Haldeman was in the 
meeting and that he heard 
the entire tape. 

Another question con- 
cerned the President’s ap- 
parent failure to respond to 
the warning of then acting 
FBI Director L. Patrick 
Gray on July 6, 1972, that 
aides were trying to confuse 
the Watergate investigation 
and would “mortally 
wound” the presidency if 
they succeeded. 

Mr. Nixon said he didn’t 
know whether Gray had 
used the 1 words “mortally 
^ wounded”; and that in any i 

" ease. 

i Without ^directly answering 
the question of why he 
didn’t heed Gray’s warning, ' 
Mr. Nixon said his main con- 
cern at that time was the 
possibility that the FBI in- 
vestigation , would involve 
CIA operations. . 

“When he cleared that up, 
he went forward with the lit-' 
vestigation. And ; ! he must 
have thought it was a very 
good investigation i . Mr. 
Nixon said. “He said, he , was . j 
very proud of it.” j 

The President also was 
asked why he had not been 
warned of the White House : 
involvement in Watergate'; 
by his old friend and then 
Atty. Gen. John N. Mitchell 
— and why he had not asked 
Mitchell to. give him his. 
opinion. .’,Jr 

Mr. Nixon said he had 
talked to Mitchell by tele- 
phone immediately after the 
Watergate brea^in in June 
.1972. The President said 
that Mitchell, then the 
chairman of the Committee 
for the Re-election of the- 
President, had “expressed 
great chagrin that he .had 
not run a tight enough ship, 
and that some of the boys, 
as he called them, -got in- 
volved in this kind of activ- 
ity, "which he knew to be 
very] very embarrassing, 
apart from its illegality, to 
the campaign.” 

iT' “T'hroughout I would have 
. expected Mr. Mitchell to tell , 
;; me in the event that he -was 
5 involved or . that anybody 
S elsefwas,” Mr. Nixon said. 
“He •■didn’t tell me. I don’t 
blame him for not telling 
me. ; ; He , has. given his rea- 
sons for not telling me. I re- 
gret;that he did not, because 
he is exactly right. Had he 
told "me, I would have blown 
my stack, just as I did, at 



Ziegler the otner aay. 

The President’s comment 
about press secretary Ron- 
ald L. Ziegler drew laughter 
from the reporters and from 
Ziegler, who was shoved to- 
ward reporters by an angry 
Mr. Nixon outside a New Or- 
leans convention center 
Mopday. 

Mr. Nixon’s . outburst 
agaihst Ziegler was pro- 
voked by the sight of report- 
ers entering the same door 
of the center , which the 
President was using. It was 
regarded both by aides and 
reporters as symbolic of the 
President’s growing tension 
with the press, an attitude 
that, was carefully expressed 
by Mr. Nixon at various 
points in the news confer- 
ence. 

His anger showed, how- 
ever, when he was asked 
whether he hadn’t violated 
his oath of office in 1970 by 
approving a surveillance 
plan that specifically au- 
thorized burglary in domes- 
tic security- cases. The plan 
was rescinded five days af- 
ter it was put into operation 
because of objections from 
FBI Director J. Edgar Hoo- 
ver. 

Mr. Nixon said that a Sup- 
reme Court decision of last 
year “indicates inherent 
power in the presidency to 
protect the natonal secur;!- 
in cases like 1 this.” Looking 
directly at his question' . 
Mr. Nixon then said: . 

“I should also point out 
to you that in the three Ken- 
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He had Oyer 250 in 1963, "and jf 
of course the average in the j 
Eisenhower administration 
and the Nixon administra- j 

( tion is about 110. But if he 
had 10 more and as a result 
of wiretaps had been able to 
discover the Oswald plan, it 
would have been worth it.” 
Later in the news confer- 



ence, Mr. Nixon said he baa 
no knowledge that any ad- 
ditional taps would have in- 
deed prevented the assassi- 
nation of President Ken- 
nedy. The President said he 
was just expressing his per- 
Jsbnal opinion that it is “un- 
•f believable” that a person 
f “with a , record like that” 

I would have been in a posi- 
lotion to shoot the President. 
wMr. Nixon called it “a terri- 
fble breakdown in our pro- 
Stective security areas.” 

. Mr. Nixon brushed aside 
|the reported assassination 
^conspiracy against himself 
Sin New Orleans early this 
|week by saying he thought 
|the President had more Se- 
fcret Service men around ' 
'Shim than he needs. He said 
§he would like to cut his own 
detail by one-third. 

The shortest answer in 
Mr. Nixon’s press confer- 
ence came when , he was 
asked how much responsi- 
bility he accepted for the 
“climate at the White 
House” and the “abuses of 
Watergate.” 

“I accept it all,” he re- 
plied curtly. 

But the President, in re- 
sponse to three other ques- 
tions, showed both weary- 
ing effects of Watergate and 
a resentment against those 
who would “exploit” the is- 
sue. 

Asked whether his capac- 
ity to govern had been seri- 
ously weakened, Mr. Nixon 
said,: “it ! is true that as far 
as the capacity to gqvern 
is concerned ,that to be un- 
der a constant barrage 12 
to 15 minutes a night on 
each of the three major net- 
works for four months tends 
to raise some questions with; 
regard to the capacity to 
govern. 

“But I also;, know this,” 
Mi\ Nixon added. /‘I was 
elected to do a job. Water- 
gate is an episode that I 
deeply deplore, and had, I 
been running the campaign 
rather than trying to run the j 
? country and particularly the 
’ j foreign policy of this coun- 
try at this , time, it would 
never have happened. But 
that is water under the 
bridge, it is gone now.” 

Mr. Nixon then said, “v/e 
are proceeding as best we 
know to get all those guilty 
brought to justice in Water- 
gate, but now we must move 
from Watergate to the busi- 
ness of the people.” Several 
reporters rose and tried to 
ask questions, but Mr. Nixon^ 
said “just a minute” and' 




continued with his answer. 

| “We have had 30 minutes 
sof this press conference,” 
|the President continued. “I 
ihave yet to have, for , ex- 
ample, one question on the 
fbusiness of the people, 
fwhich shows you how we 
lare consumed with this.” ' 

At another point, Mr. 
Nixon was asked to identi- 
fy those persons whom he 
described in his nationally 
televised speech last week 
as those who would exploit 
Watergate to keep him 
from doing his ; job. 

F “I would suggest that 
I where the shoe fits, people 
i should wear it,” Mr. Nixon 
' said. “I, would think that 
some political figures, some 
members of the press per- 
haps, some members of the 
television, perhaps would 
exploit it.” 

The President said this is 
because “there are a great 
number of people that 
didn’t accept the mandate 
of 1972,” including many 
members of the press corps. 




